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TAGS: PFOR, FR, UR, PINT 

SUBJ: BREZHNEV VISIT TO FRANCE ON JUNE 20 

REF: PARIS 10358 

1 . FOR SS AND MOSCOW: BECAUSE OF DIRECT VULNERABILITY 
OF SOURCE REQUEST SPECIALLY CAREFUL HANDLING THIS 
MESSAGE. 

2. SOVIET EMBASSY COLLEAGUE, WHO ASKS TO BE CAREFULLY 
PROTECTED, CONFIRMS THAT AGREEMENT HAS BEEN REACHED 
FOR TWO-DAY OFFICIAL BREZHNEV VISIT TO FRANCE BEGINNING 
JUNE 20. SITE OF VISIT IS STILL UNDER DISCUSSION. AS 

IN CASE OF HIS LAST VISIT IN 1974, SOVIETS HAVE EXCLUDED 
IDEA THAT BREZHNEV RESIDE AT ELYSEE GUEST HOUSE FOR 
SECURITY REASONS. ISSUE NOW REMAINS OPEN BETWEEN 
RAMB OUILLET AND VERSAILLES, WHERE BREZHNEV WOULD STAY 
AT TRIANON. SOURCE ADMITTED THAT BREZHNEV'S HEALTH 
IS FACTOR COMPLICATING PLANNING AND VOLUNTEERED, WITHOUT 
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ELABORATING FURTHER, THAT BREZHNEV WILL "PROBABLY NOT 
BE WITH US FOR VERY MUCH LONGER." 

3. AMONG ISSUES WHICH CONTINUE TO PLAGUE SOVIETS CON 
CERNED WITH VISIT IS UNCERTAINTY WHETHER MARCHAIS WILL 
OFFER TO MEET WITH BREZHNEV. SOVIETS NOW SAY THAT THEY 
DOUBT IT, BUT EXPRESS CERTAIN SATISFACTION OVER FACT 
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THAT MARCHAIS HAS "NOTICEABLY" TONED DOWN HIS ATTACKS 
ON THE USSR IN RECENT MONTHS AND CONTINUE TO RELATE 
THIS TO BREZHNEV S POSTPONEMENT OF VISIT TO PRESENT 
TIME FRAME TO HELP PCF WITH MUNICIPALS (REFTEL). 

MARCHAIS’ RESTRAINED BEHAVIOR AT RECENT PC SUMMIT AT 
MADRID ON QUESTION OF CRITISIZING USSR HAS ALSO, WE 
ARE TOLD, BEEN NOTED AND APPRECIATED. NEVERTHELESS, 

SO VIET -PCF RELATIONS REMAIN STRAINED AND SKEPTICISM 
PERSISTS WHETHER BREZHNEV VISIT WILL RESULT IN ANY 
IMPROVEMENT. 

4. SECOND TROUBLING QUESTIONS FOR THE USSR EMBASSY IS 
WIETHER TO ARRANGE SPECIAL BREZHNEV MEETING WITH 
MITTERRAND, APART FROM OFFICIAL RECEPTION TO WHICH HE 
WILL UNDOUBTEDLY BE INVITED. STAFF IS SAID TO ARGUE 
AGAINST, ON GROUNDS THAT FRENCH GOVERNMENT MAJORITY 
COULD STILL WIN LEGISLATIVE ELECTIONS AND THAT GISCARD 
WOULD RESENT SUCH MEETING. SOVIET AMBASSADOR CHERVON- 
ENKO, HOWEVER, IS SAID TO BE TORN WITH DOUBTS, ARGUING 
TO CONTRARY THAT DENYING MITTERRAND A TOKEN OF SPECIAL 
FAVOR NOW MIGHT COST SOVIETS DEARLY IF HE DOES COME TO 
POWER. ISSUE REPORTEDLY REMAINS UNDECIDED. COMMENT: 
PS'S FOREIGN AFFAIRS SECRETARY PONTILLON TELLS US THAT 
NO SPECIAL MITTERRAND-BREZHNEV MEETING IS FORESEEN— AT 
LEAST SO FAR. END COMMENT. 

5. ON SUBSTANCE, SOVIETS SO FAR DO NOT SEEM TO EXPECT 
MAJOR RESULTS FROM VISIT, PARTICULARLY ON POLITICAL 
SIDE. MAIN THEMES CONTINUE TO BE CSCE, NON-PROLIFERA- 
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TION AND DISARMAMENT. ON ECONOMIC ISSUES, THINGS ARE 
GOING WELL AND SERIES OF NEW PROJECTS MAY BE CONSIDERED. 
AMONG QUESTIONS WHICH MAY BE RAISED WITH FRENCH IS 
RECIPROCAL SUPERSONIC AIR SERVICE BETWEEN PARIS AND 
MOSCOW. SOVIET SOURCE INDICATES THAT MOSCOW HAS BEEN 
VERY INTERESTED IN THE OUTCOME OF CONCORDE'S CURRENT 
EFFORTS TO LAND IN NEW YORK, SINCE RUSSIANS TOO HOPE 
ONE DAY TO FOLLOW SUIT. 

GAMMON 
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